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Chair of the Board

WELCOME

It was fantastic to see almost 300 of you at our recent 
AGM in Regent’s University, London. The venue gave an 
opportunity for many members who had never attended an 
AGM before to come and ask their questions and hear how 
the Society had fared in 2018. The sun shone and it was a 
very enjoyable, sociable day. 

The Board is very fortunate to have been joined by three 
new Board members, voted in by members; Mel Barlow, 
Elaine Barclay and David Brown, who bring a wide range of 
experience and much valued skills to our discussions. They 
are just finishing their induction and we will be introducing 
them to you in future editions of the monthly Footnotes 
email.

On Wednesday 29th May our Chief Executive, Joe Lynch, 
left the business. David Harrington, the current Head 
of Commercial, will be stepping up as the Interim Chief 
Executive, supported by the management team, to ensure 
that both our business as usual and our plans for the future 
continue to be delivered.

If you prefer a less formal way of interacting with your 
directors, you could join us on one of our Members 
Celebration Breaks and Investment Members Breaks. 
You can enjoy a great mix of walks and social activity and 
exchange views with your directors. You can find out more 
about these breaks and keep up with your Society news by 
subscribing to our new monthly Footnotes email – see page 
11 for details. 

Many of you will know that I also lead for HF, both in 
Europe and the UK. My most recent lead was in Benimaurell 
in Valencia, Spain. It felt untouched by tourism and offered 
wonderful walks in the rural landscape where man’s ability 
to wrest a living from the rocky peaks was astonishing. With 
a welcoming hotel high on a hill - complete with swimming 
pool - no wonder we had a great time. But we always have 
a great time on HF Holidays! I hope to meet you on one at 
some point.
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OWNED BY YOU 
SHAPED BY YOU 
RUN FOR YOU
WE EXIST...
To provide shared holiday experiences which inspire friendship, fun and 
active enjoyment of the great outdoors.

BECAUSE...
We believe that among the things that matter most in today’s busy 
world are an appreciation of natural beauty, a love of the open air, and 
the joy of fellowship with one another.

AND OUR VISION IS...
To remain an independent, self-sustaining society, with a growing, 
engaged membership, offering guests high quality programmes 
and facilities, and a sociable welcome on all our walking and activity 
holidays.

MAIN PHOTO: Benimaurell, Valencia
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HF HOLIDAYS’ AGM 

2019
Our 105th Annual General Meeting was held at  
Regent’s University, London on 30 March 2019.

We were delighted to welcome 
so many members at this year’s 
AGM. Through a series of 
presentations, members were 
able to hear first-hand how the 
Society had performed in the 
previous year. 
The team at HF have prepared 
the Minutes which are now 
available for you online at 
hfholidays.co.uk/agm.

THE HEADLINES  
IN BRIEF
Confirmation of the Minutes 
of the Annual General Meeting 
14 April 2018: These were 
accepted, after members had 
the opportunity to listen to 
responses from the Board to 
members’ comments.

Annual Report, Accounts & 
Auditor’s Report 2018: Motion 
1 of the Agenda was moved 
by Cheryl Hunnisett, Chair 
of the Board of Directors and 
after a vibrant presentation, 
hearing members’ comments 
and following a short Q&A on 
the matter, the motion was 
carried. This item is now online 
at: hfholidays.co.uk/agm.

OTHER MOTIONS
Wilkins Kennedy LLP  
were reappointed as our 
auditors for the financial 
year ahead. Confirmation 
for interest at 1.75% for all 
qualifying shareholdings, up 
to 31 October 2018, was 
approved. 
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There were two Member 
Motions, both of which 
generated a good discussion 
amongst members. The 
wording of the motions can 
be found in the Minutes, now 
available on our website.  

Election of President & 
Vice Presidents: On the 
recommendation of Brian 
Tilley – one of our directors  
– members approved by 
acclaim the re-election of 
Helen Boaden as President. 
He then proposed the re-
election of Vice Presidents 
John Cass, David Gray, 
Harry Wroe, Keith White, 
Joyce Hilton and Angela 
Brassey, who all accepted 
their invitations and were also 
approved by acclaim.

Announcement of successful 
candidates declared elected to 
the Board of Directors: There 
were 12 candidates and three 
vacancies to the Board of 
Directors this year, from which 
three members were elected: 
David Brown, Mel Barlow and 
Elaine Barclay who each will 
serve for a four-year term on 
the Board of HF Holidays.

Appreciation and thanks were 
expressed to outgoing Board 
Directors, Kate Geal and 
Steve Bishop. Stephen Booth 
resigned prior to the end of 
his term.

Activity Clubs of HF  
Holidays: Helen Boaden 
announced the Exeter & 
District Rambling Club as 
winner of the annual Activity 
Club Prize Draw for a 3-night 
Self-Guided break for two 
people.
Helen Boaden then closed  
the Meeting with a resolution 
of thanks.

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING 2020
Next year’s AGM will be 
held on Saturday 28th 
March 2020 at Birmingham 
Conference and Events 
Centre. 
Notification and supporting 
documents will be made 
available to members in due 
course.

Join the Board of 
Directors in 2020
The process for nominating  
and standing for election to  
the Board of Directors for 
2020 is now open and closes 
on 31 December 2019.
If you would like to stand for 
election yourself, you will 
need to be nominated by two 
fellow members. If you know a 
member you think would make 
an ideal candidate, you could 
encourage them to stand. Full 
details can be found on our 
website: hfholidays.co.uk/board 
or for further information, 
contact Sarah Davis by email at 
sarahdavis@hfholidays.co.uk 
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Holiday Rewards: Earn points on your holidays 
– 1p for every £1 spent. Redeemable off future 
holidays. Take advantage of our current Double 
Rewards Offer when you book a 2020 Europe or 
Worldwide Holiday by 30 September 2019.

Save 10% at the bar in all our UK country houses.

Interest: Earn annual interest on your shares.

Partner Discounts: : Save 15% at Cotswold 
Outdoor and Rohan (20% for investment 
members) and 25% at Hi-Tec.

Vote: Elect members to sit on our Board of 
Directors, or stand for election yourself.

No Associate Membership Fee: Non-members 
pay £10 per person more than you do on every 
holiday they book.

Members’ Breaks: Join one of our great value 
members only breaks priced especially for you.

Advance Registration: Priority given to members 
for advanced registration for future holidays.

YOUR
MEMBER
BENEFITS
You belong to a unique 
membership organisation  
and we want you to make the 
most of it. Here is a reminder 
of all the benefits you are 
entitled to:

SELF-GUIDED MEMBERS ONLY BREAKS

GLEN COE
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS
3-nights 24 Jul PRICE £179pp

DOVEDALE
PEAK DISTRICT
4-nights 4 Nov PRICE £229pp

CHURCH STRETTON
SHROPSHIRE HILLS
2-nights 8 Nov PRICE £114pp

Last few places remaining Last few places remainingNEW
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INVESTING  
IN YOUR  
FUTURE

How to increase 
your investment
You can buy more shares in 
the following ways:
4 By credit or debit card 

 call Linda or Jyl on  
 0208 732 1290

4 By cheque made payable  
 to HF Holidays Ltd.  
 Send to: Membership,  
 HF Holidays
 Catalyst House 
 720 Centennial Court 
 Elstree, Hertfordshire 
 WD6 3SY 
 or use the form of the back  
 cover of this issue of  
 Footnotes.

4 By Bank Transfer to:  
 Svenska Handelsbanken  
 AB (publ). 
 Sort Code: 40-51-62.  
 Account: 383 000 54.  
 Please quote your  
 membership reference  
 or postcode

4 Become an Investment  
 Member: Top up to  
 between £1,000 and  
 £25,000 to become an  
 Investment Member.  
 You’ll enjoy extra benefits  
 including being invited to  
 an Investment Members’  
 Dinner. 

As the UK’s only holiday co-operative, 
all the cash raised from the shares 
you buy benefits all members as well 
as future generations who have an 
interest in the great outdoors. The 
cash is invested into expanding and 
improving our country house estate. 

In 2019 we have invested over £2m in refurbishing Malhamdale 
and extending Derwent Bank, benefiting all our guests with: 

4 Better quality accommodation

4 Investing in more energy-efficient electrical fittings and  
 water-efficient plumbing reduces our environmental footprint 

4 The financial strength of the Society is increased

SMALL CHANGES MAKE BIG 
DIFFERENCES
If just a small proportion of our 40,000+ members increased 
their shareholding by a modest amount, big changes could be 
made. For example:

If 350 members holding the minimum £100 of shares, bought 
another £100, we could knock down an old chalet and replace it 
with a brand-new building.

If 100 members raised their shareholding to £1,000, we are on 
the way to improving and expanding Dolserau Hall in Southern 
Snowdonia.

If 50 Investment Members bought an extra £5,000 of shares, 
we would begin to build a substantial fund for future growth of 
our country house estate.
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MALHAMDALE 
MAKEOVER
As part of our continued commitment to 
enhance our property and service, we are 
thrilled to announce that we have completed 
the extensive renovation work at Newfield Hall, 
our country house in Malham, Yorkshire Dales. 
The works included refurbishment of all guest 
bedrooms, the installation of a new bar and 
refurbishment of all public areas. 
The Heritage Room has had a spring clean 
and is the new home for the Discovery Point. 
There are new carpets, hard floors, completely 
refurbished bathrooms, new soft furnishings 
and fittings throughout. 
There is even a pair of polished walking boots 
which once belonged to our founder – 
Thomas Arthur Leonard – now turned into 
an ornament and taking pride of place on the 
fireplace.
Everywhere has been tastefully redecorated 
to be in keeping with the age of the house 
but also with a bright, contemporary feel. 
Our beautiful property is better than ever 
and has already welcomed many guests. The 
general reaction from people first seeing 
the refurbished house was ‘wow’! We hope 
you will be able to enjoy the new improved 
surroundings in the near future.

INVESTING
IN OUR
COUNTRY
HOUSES
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DERWENT BANK

Our project to renovate Derwent Bank – our country 
house on the shores of Derwent Water in the Lake District 
near Keswick – is nearing completion. 
Work has continued apace, and excellent progress is  
being made. 
The key features of the work are the construction of 
a new orangery to replace the old conservatory, new 
accommodation for our leaders and house team and the 
construction of eight new guest bedrooms in the grounds 
to replace the old chalet block. These eight garden rooms 
will be housed in two storeys. Each will have their own 
courtyard or balcony facing towards the lake – what a view 
to greet you each morning! There will be a direct  
link from the garden rooms to the orangery and boot 
room – far more convenient than the old arrangement 
which required guests to walk around the front of the 
house to enter.
The main construction of the orangery and garden rooms 
is now complete. The next phase of the project is their 
interior decoration and the re-landscaping of the grounds 
which have been disturbed during construction. 
We can’t wait to see the final results and welcome our first 
guests to the new improved house. 

BEFORE t
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Thank you so much to 
everyone who has donated 
to the Pathways Fund – 
including members who 
donated their annual share 
interest to it. 
For many years this fund has allowed 
us to support projects to improve 
countryside amenities. We’re 
delighted to say that seven new 
applications for funding have recently 
been approved. In brief, these are:
£20,000 towards the reconstruction 
of the Keswick and Threlkeld path 
in the Lake District. which was 
destroyed by a storm.
£10,000 to repair the popular Brown 
Tongue to Hollow Stones path in the 
Lake District.
£5,000 to help fund the 
construction of Great Bradley Bridge 
over the River Barle on the Two 
Moors Way, Exmoor.
£5,000 to help fund the repair of 
eroded Moelfryn and Mynydd Moel 
footpaths in Snowdonia.
£2,500 Lake District Fell Care Day 
– to support Lake District Fell Care 
Days, where volunteers carry out 
conservation work. This will be the 
third year we have been of involved in 
this worthwhile project.
£1,560 towards restoration work on 
the Snowdonia Slate Trail.

FEEL GOOD BREAKS
As well as supporting practical 
projects in the countryside, the 
Pathways Fund also provides 
finance for our Feel Good Breaks 
– assisted family holidays for those 
who could not otherwise afford 
one. For some, it will be their 
first ever family holiday and their 
first experience of walking in the 
countryside.  
In 2019 a £7,000 donation will 
finance a Feel Good Break at 
Nythfa House in the Brecon 
Beacons where families will enjoy a 
weekend of guided walking. 
As well as being in keeping with the 
vision of our founding fathers, these 
breaks fit perfectly with our ethos 
of encouraging people to engage 
with the great outdoors.   
For more information about these 
and other projects, please go to 
hfholidays.co.uk/pathways

PATHWAYS
FUND
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COMING  
SOON
NEW WEBSITE
We believed it was time to update our online 
presence, so we’re making a few changes to the  
HF website. 
Soon, we’ll have a brand-new look, designed to  
work seamlessly across all devices, whether you’re 
visiting from your desktop computer, tablet or 
mobile. Images of our holidays and country houses 
will be bigger and more plentiful, helping you get a 
clearer impression of our exciting holidays and what’s 
included. 
You’ll be able to use our all-new, smarter search tool 
too, so you can more easily plan, research and book 
your perfect holiday. And it will start to bring you 
more of the stories that make HF so special. 
Built with your needs in mind, we hope that you’ll like 
the improvements and new features.
If you’ve got any questions, do get in touch.

FOOTNOTES by email
With the aim of keeping in touch with you more 
regularly, we are launching an email version of 
Footnotes to be sent monthly, in addition to Footnotes, 
the magazine we already send to you by post. 
It will give us the opportunity to update you about 
HF Holidays, your benefits, new members of the HF 
Holidays’ team and more. It’s your newsletter so tell us 
if there’s something you’d like us to feature.
If you would like to be on the distribution list for 
e-Footnotes, please send your email address to 
footnotes@hfholidays.co.uk putting ‘Footnotes by 
email’ in the subject line. 

We will only use your email to send you member 
communications unless you have already opted in to 
receive our general emails and we will not pass your 
details to third parties.

COME AND MEET US
Join thousands of other outdoor enthusiasts 
at Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire at the 
2019 Countryfile Live Show. We’ll be there 
and it would be great to see you to say hello. 
It’s a fantastic day out and you will get to 
see some of the stars of the BBC show.
To book tickets, please go to the  
Countryfile website: countryfilelive.com/
blenheim-palace
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VISIT HFHOLIDAYS.CO.UK/LATE-AVAILABILITY

Our new Europe & Worldwide Walking & Activity Holidays brochure, including 
nine brand-new holidays, is out now! Get your copy at hfholidays.co.uk/brochure 
some of the new highlights include...

NEW HOLIDAYS FOR 2020

EUROPE & WORLDWIDE 2020 EARLY BOOKING OFFERS

DOUBLE REWARD POINTS FOR MEMBERS*

SAVE UP TO £100pp*

*Book by 30 Sep 2019. Offers are for 2020 departures only. Full terms and conditions available online at hfholidys.co.uk/2020offers.

GUIDED WALKING
Croatia – Istria
Walk ancient trails of the 
Istrian Peninsula.
7 nights from £1,149PP  
(with flights)

Spain – Gran Canaria
Superb island walking in 
rugged volcanic landscapes.
7 nights from £1,299PP  
(with flights) 

GUIDED WALKING & SIGHTSEEING
Romania
Walk in the Transylvanian 
Hills and Bucharest.
7 nights from £1,649PP  
(with flights)

USA – American Rockies
Iconic national parks with 
wild and wonderful scenery.
12 nights from £4,899PP  
(with flights)

Thailand
Dazzling temples, floating 
markets and remote villages.
11 nights from £2,999PP 
(with flights)

Chile & Easter Island
Santiago, the Atacama 
Desert and Easter Island.
12 nights from £5,399PP 
(with flights)

Also Italy – Tuscany: explore the romantic hills of Chianti country. 7 nights from £1,449PP (with flights)

Also France – Corsica: coastal & mountain walking along parts of the GR20. 7 nights from £1,699PP (with flights)
 Spain – Andalucia: sightseeing in Seville and Córdoba. 7 nights from £1,879PP  (with flights)

Prices shown are before any booking offer discounts have been applied.

SAVE UP TO £200  
PER PERSON*

MULTI-HOLIDAY  
OFFER SAVE 10%*

LOW DEPOSIT £99  
PER PERSON*

REGIONAL FLIGHTS FOR  
NO ADDITIONAL COST*

SAVE UP TO £150pp*

SAVE UP TO £150pp* SAVE UP TO £200pp*

SAVE UP TO £150pp*
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FOOTNOTESGREAT 
SAVINGS 
FOR GROUPS

EUROPE 2020 EARLY BOOKING  OFFERS  

Book before 30 Aug 2019

For all our latest UK and European offers for groups
Visit hfholidays.co.uk/groups | Call 0203 974 8868

4  Save up to 5% off Brochure Prices
4  Secure your group for a Low Deposit of £99 per person
4  Regional flights at no extra cost
4  Book two or more holidays and save an Extra £50 per person
4  Book a group of 20 or more and receive £500 cash back and  

have an EXCLUSIVE DEPARTURE
Terms & conditions apply – please go to hfholidays.co.uk/groups for full details
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Got a spare few days to let loose in the great outdoors? Here’s a selection of late 
availability breaks in the UK and abroad.

Date Activity Destination Nights Price per 
person

26 Aug Felt Making & Weaving Church Stretton
Shropshire Hills 4 £545

£510

20 Sep WWII Secret Operations on the Dorset Coast Lulworth Cove 
Dorset 3 £435

7 Oct Introduction to Bridge Malhamdale 
South Yorkshire Dales 4 £495

£247.50

LEISURE ACTIVITES

Date Destination Nights Price per 
person

29 Sep Julian Alps 
Slovenia 7 £1,148 

inc flights

5 Oct Gozo
Maltese Islands 7 £949 

inc flights

27 Oct Catalonia 
Spain 7 £ 1,299 

inc flights

Date Destination Nights Price per 
person

3 Nov Kerala
India 12 £3,799 

inc flights

12 Nov Costa Rica 
Central America 11 £3,699 

inc flights

EUROPE GUIDED WALKING

WORLDWIDE WALKING & SIGHSEEING

2019 AVAILABILITY

Date Destination Nights Price per 
person

29 Jul Derwent Bank
Northern Lake District 4 £529

£354

19 Aug Church Stretton
Shropshire Hills 4 £529

£489

23 Aug Dovedale 
Peak District 7 £879

£829

6 Sep Brecon 
Brecon Beacons 3 £375

£345

9 Sep Malhamdale 
South Yorkshire Dales 4 £529

£479

16 Sep Abingworth 
South Downs 4 £529

£499

4 Oct Snowdon 
Northern Snowdonia 7 £689

£589

UK GUIDED WALKING

VISIT HFHOLIDAYS.CO.UK/LATE-AVAILABILITY
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Joyce Hilton is one of HF’s Vice Presidents 
and has served on the Board of Directors 
several times. She has also been an HF leader 
for 25 years. We asked her a few questions to 
get to know her better: 

JOYCE
HILTON

How did you first get involved 
with HF Holidays?
Through my parents who met 
at the guesthouse at Conway 
in 1926. When I was 10 years 
old on holiday at Crowlink on 
the South Downs, my mother 
made me a member for a £1. I 
was so thrilled to have my very 
own share card and a feeling of 
belonging to an ongoing tradition 
flowed over me! Something I 
passed on to my children and 
grandchildren. (4 Generations).

What do you think of your role 
in HF Holidays?
It’s a big honour and a privilege 
to be elected a Vice President of 
HF Holidays.

What did you like most about 
being involved with HF 
Holidays?
Being a Leader for 25 years, 
mainly in Scotland and Southern 
Ireland, and serving on the Board 
of Directors for 7 terms of 
Office (28 years)

What would be your superpower 
of choice?
To rid the oceans of plastic.

 

What are your favourite HF 
destinations?
Glencoe and The Isle of Wight. 
I love the contrast between 
them.

Which book, piece of music, 
film, and luxury item would you 
take to a desert island?
Film: Black Narcissus; Music: 
Double Violin Concerto in D 
by J.S Bach; Book: Anne of 

Green Gables; Luxury Item: a 
little bottle of Orange Blossom 
perfume!

What’s your top tip for a  
great holiday?
Relax into it and enjoy your new 
companions.

Where is your favourite walk?
On the Isle of Lismore, one 
of the walks from Altshellach, 
Glencoe.

What’s the most unusual thing 
that’s happened to you on an 
HF holiday?
The unusual ‘thing’ was  
on an HF local group walk.  
Aged 20, working as a Nurse  
at the Royal Infirmary, 
Manchester, I had a rare Sunday 
off and caught a train to Edale 
to join the walk on the Pennine 
Way. In my compartment, also 
going to the Pennine Way, I met  
David who has been my 
husband for 59 years! We 
celebrated our Golden Wedding 
at Altachorvie, HF’s house on 
the Isle of Arran.

 A life of HF happiness!!

5MINUTES
WITH
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INCREASE YOUR INVESTMENT 
TO HELP SHAPE OUR FUTURE
An appeal for your support to help HF Holidays 
grow and meet its aims

WE NEED YOUR HELP
As a member, your commitment to the success of our Society is already obvious. With a clear focus on 
our core purpose and a strong growth in occupancy levels, we want to press on with investment in  
HF Holidays and invite you to show your support through buying shares in the Society.

Ways to increase your shareholding
4  Decide how many shares you would like to purchase   4  Complete and return the form below, or
4  Call our Membership Team on 0208 732 1290

Full name:

Address:

Postcode:   Phone:

Email address:
Data Protection: We will use the contact details you provide to send you relevant member communications by post and/or email. 
We will only use your phone number to call you with any queries. If you would like to receive more general marketing communi-
cations from HF Holidays including brochures, special offers and other information which may be of interest, please indicate your 
preferences by ticking the boxes below:

n  Yes – by post n  Yes – by email

Full details of our privacy policy are on our website: hfholidays.co.uk/privacy

YOUR DETAILS

Number of £1 shares required:   Payment enclosed £

Signature:     Date:
Terms & Conditions
• HF Holidays Limited is a co-operative registered under the Co-operative & Community Benefit Societies Act 2014, and as such  
• is owned and controlled by its members
• Each share is worth £1 and that doesn’t change as we do not speculate your investment on the stock market and the value of  
• shares is not related to the value of the Society
• You may hold shares up to a maximum of £25,000
• Your shares are known as ‘withdrawable share capital’ which means you can realise your investment by withdrawing your shares
• You may request to withdraw your shares at any time, but note our Board of Directors has the authority to suspend withdrawals in  
• any financial year temporarily or indefinitely, in the best interests of the Society
• Interest is applied annually, up to 6-months after the year of account and backdated to 1 November of the previous year
• Withdrawable shares are not covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme; your investment could be at risk should  
• the Society get into difficulties and become unable to meet its debts and liabilities
• Members are not liable for any debts of the Society

Send to: Membership, HF Holidays Ltd, Catalyst House, 720 Centennial Court, Centennial Park,  
Elstree, Hertfordshire, WD6 3SY, UK


